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Grade 2-4-The adorable and intelligent hamster introduced in The World According to Humphrey
(Putnam,2004) is dismayed to find that he shares his status as classroom pet with a frog. Try as he might,Humphrey
cannot seem to make friends with Og,who just splashes him or says"BOING!"The little rodent,who can secretly
write,learn,and get out of his cage,also uses his wits to effect positive outcomes of the various subplots,including a
new girl who won't talk and has trouble making friends,two pals who get into a terrible fight,a bully who causes
trouble on the bus,and the janitor who dreams of going back to college. The theme of friendship is as pervasive as
the title implies,making this chapter book a charming read-aloud.Pair this tale with Frank Asch's Survival School(S
& S,2003)for an appreciation of animals in the classroom.
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1:Strange Change2:Upset Pet3:Sad-Mad-Bad4:Mean Bean5:Rhyme Time6:Crabby Abby7:Fright Night8:11I
Will9:Mrs.Brisban Explains10:Test Distres11:Study Buddies12:Party Hearty13:Show Business,Snow
Business14:0h,No,More Snow!15:Poetry FestivityHumphrey's Guide to the Care and Feeding of Friends
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