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00O 00O OO O Collocation came into the view of Chinese linguists m the 1980s0] Lu Guogiang 19831 Hu
Zhuanglin et a1.198700 Wu Qianguang 19881 .However[] the importance of collocation in language study was
notfully aware at that time when their counterparts in the west started totake keen interest in the field with
Lewis'theory on lexical approach'Collocation study has been booming since the 1990s in China andmany Chinese
linguists make much effort to keep abreast of the latestdevelopment of the subject.Some of them,with a reflection
on collo-cation studies in the west give a general view about it.One of thecontributing essaysd written by Wei
Naixingd 20030 O reviews the majorapproaches to the study of collocations in the past fifty years with adiscussion
on the major defining features of each approach and thegeneral trends for conceptual changes and methodology
develop-ments.Li Guoqingl] 200200 [ with a review on Firth's notion of colloca-tion,proposes that Firth'S notion
should be viewed against the back-ground of his general theory of meaning.He concludes that it’ S a re-action
against the longstanding referential approach to linguisticmeaning.
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