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[0 O 2. Reading comprehension] [1 The following passage is for you to test how well you read. Now read it
carefully and get ready to do theexercises after it.C] (I Within the next decade computer-controlled homes will be
commonplace, allowing the average personto shop, bank and possibly even bet from the comfort of an armchair.
0 O Theboom [0 00 O O O O in home automation is expected to be worth US$12 000 million a year in
thedeveloped world.[0 [0 Details are outlined by Mackintosh International, the Luton-based consultancyd [0 [0 [0
O O, which hascompleted a five-nation study.[J [0 Advanced communications, information services and
entertainment electronics make up the bulk0 0 0O O 0 O O O O of the equipment and services which will be in
the automatic home of tomorrow. The UnitedStates, Japan, Germany, France and Britain are expected to buy
US$7 000 million worth of homeautomation equipment by the end of the decade. Five years later that figure is
expected to almost double.[] [1 The home computer will play a vital part in the household of tomorrow. Through
it will be channeledinformation allowing consumers to monitor and control almost every device in the home.J

[J These units will be connected to a cable or small wire networkd [J [0 O installed in the home. Linked tothe
network will be a facsimile machinel] O O O O for receiving electronic mail, a telephone with an answer-phone, a
video-phone [ callers can see as well as hear each other] and meters monitoring the homesconsumptiont] 0 [J
O of energy.[] 00 The computer will also offer to many commutersC] O O 0 O O O 0O O O the prospect of
working fromhome.OJ [0 Work and home shopping and banking rely on homes being connected to sources of
information.According to the Mackintosh survey, more than 600 000 Americans subscribe to an information
service.That figure is expected to rise to 10 million within the next 10 years and to be emulated] [0 O O 0 O O by
theother developed nations.[] [T Cable television is also expected to grow rapidly. That growth, matched by video
recording, means thatthe automated home will become the prime location for family entertainment.[] [ One of
the first electronic shopping and banking networks has been set up in Milton Keynes,Buckinghamshire. The
Midland Bank has linked 30 retailersC] 00 O O [ to a computer control Center byusing electronic terminalsC] [
O O, which allow shoppers to buy goods without using money.
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