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O O History will always remember two names: Christopher Columbus and Amerigo Vespucci. It was they who
discovered and identified the new continents.[] [1 Columbus was born in 1451 in Genoa, a beautiful city on the
seashore of the Mediterranean in Italy. He became interested in sailing the sea early in his childhood. He was a
brave man, believing the idea that the earth was round.(J [0 He made a plan for his journey to India and China by
sailing west into the Atlantic Ocean, which was then called the "Sea of Darkness". He had tried for seven years to get
support from the rulers of Portugal, England, France and other countries, but he was turned down and his idea was
laughed at. Finally King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to help him and provided ships and sailors.
[ O Columbuss party set out on August 3rd, 1492, in three small ships named the "Pinta", "Nina", and the "Santa
Mafia".[] [0 Columbus and his men overcame countless difficulties and at last on October 12th they reached a
group of islands that are now called the Bahamas. Columbus named the island he landed on San Salvador, meaning
"Holy Savior". Columbus, however, mistook these islands for part of India and so called the people there Indians.
Columbus made three more voyages between 1493 and 1504 and in his third voyage in 1498 he discovered the
mainland of South America. The great discoverer died in 1506, never realizing that he had discovered a new
continent.tJ [J Another important figure in the process of the discovery of the New World was Amerigo Vespucci.
He was not the discoverer of the new continents, but it was he who first confirmed the fact that a new continent
rather than Asia had been discovered.[J [J Vespucci made his first voyage in 1499 and the second in 1500. He also
made two more unimportant voyages later. He was for a time regarded as the discoverer of the new land because he
wrote many letters in which the new continents were described in great detail and the letters were most quickly
published and widely spread. Thus a false impression was created that it was VVespucci rather than Columbus who
first discovered the New World, and so in 1507 the New World was named after him, the Latin form of his
Christian name, Amerigo.[] [1 The discovery of the New World was of great importance. Not only did it widen
peoples horizon, but it also opened up fresh ground for the rising bourgeoisie. It promoted the development of
commerce, sea navigation and industry, and provided the way for the rapid development of early capitalism.
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