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[0 O At the present time[J cancer of the lung is perhaps the most interesting and challenging of all malignant
tumors.It is interesting because of the problems it presents with respect to[] increased incidence and possible
relation to external carcinogens.It is challenging becausel] of all the malignant tumors of internal organs(] it is often
readily seen by the bronchoscopeld and yet the prognosis is among the worst.[J [1 During the past 90 years

[0 bronchogenic carcinoma has become the most common of the killing cancersC] especially in males.One in three
men with Cancer has carcinoma of the lung. There Can be little doubt that there has been a real increasel] but it is
equally true that what we know[] we see.lt Was not until the beginning of the twentieth century that coronary
thrombosis and myocardial infarction were recognized.[] [ If there were differences of opimon as to the question
of an increased incidence of cancer of the lung[] these differences are multiplied many times when we come to the
matter of causation.The trouble is that there are so many possible carcinogens.The exhaust gases and soot from
automobiles[] especially when idling at stop lights in the city[d are rich in carcinogenic agents.The same is true of
radiation fall-out[2] ] although that modern hazard Can hardly be blamed for the development of cancer 40 or
more years ago.Many forms of radiation are associated with lung cancer.For example[J atomic bomb radiation is
responsible for an increased risk of lung cancer among the exposed Japanese population.In addi-tion[] radiation
therapy has increased the risk of lung cancer among British patients who received such treatment for ankylosing
spondylitisC] rheumatoid arthritis of the spinel] and among smokers who have received radiation treatment for
breast cancer and other disorders.
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