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1 Someone Waiting2 Football3 The Snake Bite4 He Was My Fater5 The English Countryside6 Suffering to Be
Beautiful7 Waiting for a Call8 Secret Messages to Ourselves9 All That s Happeningl0 Teenager s Nightmarell
Understanding Your Owner12 Transforming Mars13 The Mud-backs14 The Japanese Ageing Suitl5 Have You
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[0 O which is the best. By one estimate, almost one billion people watched the 1982 cham-pionship game on
television. People in Asia had to get up in the middle of the night to see Italy beat West Germany on TV in a game
played in Spain. The World Cup began in Montevideo, Uruguay, in 1930. At the time, it did not seem like a true
world competition since only 13 teams decided to play, and eight of them were from South America. The team
from Uruguay won. In 1934 and 1938, the Cup was held in Europe. More than 30 teams played in each of these
competitions, and Italy won both of them. The larger number of teams meant hat some rules had to be changed
There were too many teams playing, so they had to have elimination matches first. Some of the games were played
in countries other than the host country. This system is still used today, and only the 24 teams left afterelimination
actually compete for the Cup.There were no World Cup championships in 1942 or 1946 because of World Warll.
The cup itself was hidden during the war. This beautiful cup is about ten inches highand has the shape of Nike, the
Greek goddess of victory, on it. It is named for a personwho helped organise the World Cup, Jules Rimet.When
Cup play started again in 1950, there was little enthusiasm. It was like 1928all over again: Only 13 teams competed,
the games were in Brazil, and Uruguay won.But the worldwide interest in soccer came back during the next four
years. By the timeWest Germany won in Switzerland in 1954, millions of people wanted to go to thematches.In
1958, when the games were held in Sweden, interest was once again very high.Fifty-three teams wanted to compete.
Many elimination matches were held in differ-ent parts of the world to get the number of teams down, and only the
last 16 teams wentto Sweden. This was the first time that the world saw Pel6. His team, from Brazil, wonthe Cup for
the first time that year, and Pel6 became the greatest soccer player of all time.In the past 30 years, soccer has become
the sport of the world. Each World Cup is more successful than the last. Since 1966, probably one-quarter of the
world has listened to or watched the championship game.
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