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0 O 10 In writing assignments in English classes,my students frequentlyraise the topic of friendship.Reading what
they write.| start tounderstand Chinese friendship obligations.For instance,once a studentwrote that she
understood that her friend wanted to go shopping.My student was busy and really had no time to do that,but she
keptsilent,put her work aside and went shopping with her friend.This isquite different from what American young
people would say aboutfriendship.[] [0 20 In the United States you can certainly ask a friend to do somethingwith
you,but you would not expect a friend to recognize and respond to your wishes without statingthem.Nor would
you expect a friend to drop everything to respond to a non-urgent need such asgoing shopping.In the US you feel
free to ask your friend for help,but you recognize that the friendmay say no,if they give you a reason.] [ 3

[0 Another difference is that my Chinese students seem to expect their friendship to stay the sameover a long
period of time,maybe for a lifetime.A true friendship is a relationship that enduresthrough changes in the lives of
the friends.In the US a person is likely to change even"best friendst"several times over the years.[J [J 400 As with SO
many other things in the West,people prefer to be independent rather than dependent,SO they do not feel
comfortable in a relationship in which one person is giving more and the otherperson is dependent on what is
being given.For Westerners,friendship is mostly a matter of providingemotional support and spending time
togetherChinese friendS give each other much more concrete
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