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(0 O Americans today don’ t place a very high value on intellectC] Our heroes are athletes[] entertainers] and
enterpreneursl] not scholarsC] Even our schools are where we send our children to get a practicaleducation—
—not to pursue knowledge for the sake of knowledge[l Symptoms of pervasive anti-intellectualism in our schools
aren’ tdifficultto findD 00 O * Schools have always been in a society where practical is more important than
intellectual ” says education writer Diane Ravitch[J “ Schools could be a counterbalancel] “ Ravitch’ S latest
book. LeftBack[] A Century of Failed School Reforms[] traces the roots of antil] intellectualism in our schools

[ concluding they are anything but a counterbalance to the American distaste for intellectual pursuitst] 0 [ But
they could and should bel] Encouraging kids to reject the ljfe of the mind leaves them vulnerableto exploitation
and control] Without the ability to think critically(] to defend their ideas of others[] thevcannot fully participate
in our democracyl] Continuing along this path says writer Earl Shorris "We willbecome a second-rate country

(0 We will have a less civil society] ” * Intellect is resented as a form of poweror privilegell ” writes historian
and Professor Richard Hofstadter in AntilJ Intellectualism in American Life[] a Pulitzer-prizewinning book on the
roots of our of antilJ intellectualism in UO SO politicsC] religiond andeducation "From the beginning of our
history"says Hofstadter"our democratic and populist urges havedriven US to reject anything that smells of elitism[]
" Practicalityld common sensel] and native intelligence havebeen considered more noble qualities than anything
you could learn form a book[l O O Ralph Waldo Emerson and other transcendentalist philosophers thought
schooling and rigorousbook learning put unnatural restraints on childrend "We are shut up in school and college
recitationrooms tor 10 or 15 years and come out at last with a bellyful of word and do not know a thing

[0 "MarkTwain’ s Huckleberry Finn exemplified American antil] intellectualism[ Its hero avoids being civilized
[ going to school and learning to read-SO he can preserve his innate goodness[]
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