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[0 O With apologies to Shakespeare, the question of the day seems related to cloning. "Hamlet" posed the issue
strongly in terms of what it means to be as a human being. The moral question begins in the meanings associated
with being human. Whether to clone people or not to clone them is a question pertaining to our being human.[]
[J Science is constantly producing spectacular feats. But somewhere among the most amaz- ing has to be that of
cloning a mammal from an adult. "Dolly" is a sheep exactly like the 6 year- old sheep [J Lets call her "Molly"
because twins often have names that rhyme and it helps to tell them apart[J , from whom a cell was used to develop
the cloned cell that became Dolly.[0 [0 Needless to say, such spectacular scientific "breakthroughs" usually generate
enormous controversy. Wide-eyed enthusiasts welcomed Dollys birth and health with visions of how won- derful
the future will be in the fight against disease among both animals and people. But critics were not to be outdone —
— they imagined a future in which clones would populate the earth and human uniqueness would virtually
disappear. Some more modestly reserved judgment until the nature of the experiment became clearer.[] [J The
very idea of cloning raises a number of questions just from a technical point of view. First, are the "twins" really
identical]

Well have to wait and see about Dolly, but scientists do not know the answers to some very interesting questions.
For instance, has the age of the cell and thus of the offspring been altered[]

Or is Dolly really the same age as the ewe from whom she was cloned
Will Dolly show signs of aging prematurely(]

What a dilemma. If she is to be truly identical, she would have to be the same age, would she not[]

But if she is really only a few months old, what happened to the genetic clock that was set with Molly[]

[0 O The more serious moral questions are related to the meaning of cloning for people. Will someone attempt to
clone a human beingl]

People are insatiably curious and seem determined to mine every nook of nature. Where the frontiers of
knowledge are concerned, no law is ad- equate to stop the urge to find out. Curiosity and the desire to know will
win out over whatever pressures there are against such ventures.[J [J The most serious objection to cloning a
human being focuses on the impact it would have on the developing persons. Would the clone be thought of
simply as "a clone"[]

Would he or she be depersonalized, deprived of any possibility ever of developing their own unique sense of
identity and personhood[]

Would a clone of Michael Jordan, Bill Gates or Bill Clinton be just like them[
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