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[ O "The essential qualities of a true Pan-Americanism " remarked FranklinRoosevelt in 193300 " must be the
same as those which constitute a goodneighbourl] namely mutual understanding and..C] a sympathetic
appreciation ofthe others point of view. " That is advice which the united States would do wellto heed in its relations
with its immediate neighbours] Canada and Mexico. MostAmericans may not be aware of itC] but frustrations
and resentments are buildingjust across their borders to both south and north. Of course[d neighbourly ties in
North America are closer than in Rooseveltsday. Under the North American Free-Trade Agreement [0 NAFTA[L
O trade amongthe three countries has more than doubled since 1994 and cross-borderinvestment climbed even
faster.C] In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks ofSeptember I Ith 20010 the United States moved quickly to sign
"smart border"agreements with both Canada and Mexicol] to try to ensure that the demands ofsecurity did not
interrupt trade. By the standards of much of the 20th century[] political ties between the United States and Mexico
are warm.
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