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[0 O When his plane touched down at Montreal’ s international akport[] David 1.aRoche collected hisluggage
and headed for the akpoa parking garagel] where he left his brand.new car three weeks earlier.But the car wagn’ t
there.LaRoche found a police officer(] who gave him the[J bad news[] his Audi A6most likely had been absorbed
into a vast black car market somewhere in Eastern Europe of Africal]

LaRoched who flies out of Montreal because it is the closest major airport tO his northern Ver-mont home( is
not alone.Countless US.travelers USe Montreal’ s airport because of its conven.ient location and competitive
prices] which it promotes in radio ads in New England.Not surpris.ingly] the ads don’ t mention that more
than 200 cars are Stolen every year from the airport’ s park-ing lots.[] Professional thieves search the airport’ s
long.term parking garages for cars that are relativelyfree of dust and have U.S.[J license plates-a lack of dust means
that a car was parked recently’ andAmericans often travel for weeks on end.[d Says a Canadian Car.theft
investigatorl] “ That gives thebad guys a lot of time to do whatever they want with the Car.” What they do

O typicallyl is take the stolen cars to Montreal’ s harbor[J where they are.con.cealed inside huge containers to be
taken overseas.In little more than a week[ the cars arg on thestreet in Russia or countries in Africa of Asia.Police
assert that Canada’ s most powerful car.theftrings are controlled by Russian crime organizations.[J Akport
officials downplay the problem.” You have to put things in perspectivel] when youhave SO many cars parked at
your airport every year.” says Montreal’ s director of airport protec.tion.“ It" snot] a major problem[

" But the Montreal airport’ s Car.theft pronem-police recorded220 stolen cad last year-is far worse than other
international airports in North Americall

Lastyear[] for example[d only 65 cars were stolen from parking lots at Los Angeles’ s airport] Boston’ sLogan
airport had only four reported thefts.
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