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Han Xu, the man who stands out as the preeminent symbol of friendship in my life-time experience with
diplomats, died July 19 in aBeijing hospital after a long bout with cancer. Inhis death the American people lost a
good friend. In the first address to an American audienceby a diplomat of the People's Republic of China,Han Xu
urged the 1978 graduates of lllinois Col-lege in Jacksonville to reach out cordially to peoplein other countries and
to pass the spirit of friend-ship from one generation to another. He carriedthis message eloquently and effectively
all of hislong productive and eventful life. When in 1978 Governor James Thompsonasked me to organize an
agricultural trade mis-sion to China, Han paved the way with a success-ful agenda. ~ Shortly before Han's
departure as deputychief, I hosted a fun-filled luncheon for him in theU.S Capitol building.It was a rollicking
success.In his work, Han always presented the position ofthe Chinese government in the best light possibleand
some of the assignments were not easy. In every approach, he was positive, vigorous,smiling, courteous,
anddeferential. Han Xu kept friendship ties strong even inadversity. It mattered not whether either of us wasin
office or out. Year after year, he kept invitingthe Findleys to dinners and receptions while hewas in Washington and
on his return to China, tobe his guests for a holiday there. For Han Xu,friendship was forever.
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Ruan Hong, senior editor of China National Radio, has devoted herself to the production of special theoretical and
academic programs for many years. She has written a great deal in different styles inher spare time, publishing

works amounting to as many as 400,000 words.
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