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[0 O "Then why not reveal them here[]

" askedRoger Chillingworth, glancing quietly aside at theminister. "Why should not the guilty ones sooner
availthemselves of this unutterable solace[

"0 O "They mostly do," said the clergyman, gripinghard at his breast, as if afflicted with an importunatethrob of
pain. "Many, many a poor soul hath givenits confidence to me, not only on the death-bed, butwhile strong in life,
and fair in reputation. And ever,after such an outpouring, oh, what a relief have lwitnessed in those sinful brethren
O

even as in one who at last draws free air, after long stifling with his ownpolluted breath. How can it be otherwisel]
Why shoulda wretched man, guilty, we will say, of murder, preferto keep the dead corpse buried in his own heart,
ratherthan fling it forth at once, and let the universe takecare of it[]

"0 [0 "Yet some men bury their secrets thus,"observed the calm physician.[J I "True; there are such men,"
answered MrDimmesdale. "But, not to suggest more obviousreasons, it may be that they are kept silent by the
veryconstitution of their nature. Or, —— can we not supposeit[]

—— guilty as they may be, retaining, nevertheless, a zeal for Gods glory and mans welfare, they shrinkfrom
displaying themselves black and filthy in theview of men; because, thenceforward, no good can beachieved by
them; no evil of the past be redeemed bybetter service. So, to their own unutterable torment;they go about among
their fellow-creatures, lookingpure as new-faUen snow; while their hearts are allspeckled and spotted with iniquity
of which theycannot rid themselves."[] [1 "These men deceive themselves," said RogerChillingworth, with
somewhat more emphasis thanusual, and making a shght gesture with his forefinger."
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