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[0 O This was added to the list.] [ "Then theres the milkman. Ive not paid him for four weeks. He hasnta bill yet
[0 but you can work it out. we have two pennyworth every day. "[0 [ "Thats four and eight [0 "said Easton[]
writing it down "Anything else?"] [ "We owe the butcher two and seven pence. "0 OO "Why[l we havent had
any meat for a long time[d " said Easton[] "Whenwas it?"[] (I "Three weeks ago. Dont you remember? A small leg
of mutton. "0 O "OhO yes[d " and he added the item.[ O "Then theres the installments for the furniture and
oilcloth——twelve shil-lings. A letter came from them today. And theres something else. "[0 [J She took three
letters from the pockets of her dress and handed them toEaston. Each demanded some payment that was overdue
O twelve shillings forthe furniture and oilcloth~~ one pound four and one penny for the General Dis-trict and
Special Rates~~ and one pound one and five pence halfpenny for PoorRate. Easton read the letters several times
over and finally with an oath threwthem on the table.[] [ "Its a great pity that we ever had the things at allC] " he
said[] peevishly."It would have been much better to have gone without un.til we could pay cashfor them but
you would have your wayl] of course.Now we 11 have thisbloody debt dragging on us for years[] and before the
damn stuff is paid foritll be worn out. "0 [0 Ruth did not reply at once. For months she had been existing without
suf-ficient food. When Easton was unemployed had to stint themselves so as toavoid getting further into than was
absolutely necessary. Often she pretended[] as she gave him his mealsC] that she had had her meal while he was
out.[] [J At last she spoke[] "But you were just as much in favour of getting themas | was. You remember how the
wind used to come up between the floor-boards and if we hadnt got the oilcloth there would have been illness in
thehouse. "
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