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[0 O They are called roundheads because the men defied popular fashion and wore theirhair cut very short. Led by
Oliver Cromwell O #they defeated royalists in 16421 and executed the kingin 1649.4. Civil War(J Caused by a
dispute over the power of the king against Parliament(] the civil warbroke out in the 17th century. The Republican
Roundheads] led by Oliver Cromwell [J wanted toabolish the monarchy and to reassert the rights of the
Parliament. In 1642[1 the royalists weredefeated and the king Charles 1] were executed in 1649.5. Ma Cartal] This
is a Medieval Latin name meaning Great Charter. In 121500 King John wasforced by a group of feudal barons and
the church to grant them a charter of liberty and politicalfights. Magna Carta placed some limits on the king s
ability to abuse his royal power. This is stillregarded as an expression of the rights of citizens against the Crown.6.
The Great Council] In medieval times[] this referred to a gathering of leading[d] wealthy barons who were
summoned several times a year to give the king some extra money. By the 13thcentury [J representatives of
countiesl] cities and towns were also included in order to raise moremoney for the kings projects. This is the
beginning of what we know as Parliament today.7. The Bill of Rights of 168901 In 1688 [J King James Hs daughter
Mary and her husband Williamwere invited by the politicians and church authorities to take the thronel] on
condition that theywould respect the rights of Parliament. The Bill of Rights was passed in 1689 to ensure that
theKing would never be able to ignore Parliament.8. The House of LordsO It consists of the Lords Spirituald who
are the Archbishops and mostprominent bishops of Church of England] and the Lords Temporal(l which refers
to everyone elsewho either have inherited the seats from forefathers or they have been appointed. The lords
mainlyrepresent themselves only.9. Life peersC] In the United Kingdom[ a life peer is a person who is given a
peerage that is nothanded on to his or her descendents] usually as a reward for public service. Life peers have
theright to speak and vote in the House of Lords. Women life peers are addressed in the same wav asa hereditary
peer.10. The House of Commons[] The House of Commons is the real center of British political life because it is
the place where about 650 elected representatives I Members of Parliament] make and debate policy. These
MPs are elected in the General Elections and should represent thel] interests of the people who vote for them.11.
The Speaker[] The speaker is the head of the House of Commons. He presides over the meeting in the House of
Commons and sees that parliamentary procedure is followed.
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