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The poetry produced by the British poets of the 17th and 18th centuries is considered to be among the best ever
written. But many general readers feel intimidated bv the language or structure of the poeuy, and so tend to shy
away from enjoying these poets and their works. [1 [0 In The Pleasure of Poetrv. Nelson takes readers on a tour of
the major works and figures of 17th- and 18th-century British poetry, explaining themes, devices, styles. language,
rhythm, sound, tone, imagery, tbnn, and meaning. Beginning each chapter with a sketch of the poet's life and
career, the author then looks at five or six representative works, helping readers understand and appreciate the
beauty of poetry itself. 0 [ From Donne and Jonson, to Pope, Swift, and Burns, the book offers excerpts of the
poerty these artists crafted, and carefully examines the various attributes that have helped to establish them as some
of the greatest of all time. Writing in clear, accessible language, Nelson also introduces general poetry terms to the
novice, providing examples and explanations where necessary. Readers will no longer feel intimidated by "difficult
poetry." Instead, they will walk away with the tools they need to read, understand, and appreciate these titans of
British letters.
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1. Introduction to Reading Poetry . 2. John Donne (1572-1631): Poet of Secular and Sacred Love 3. Ben Jonson
(1572-1637): Elegist, Satirist, and Moralist 4. Robert Herrick (1591-1674): Poet of Time, Love, and Delight 5.
George Herbert (1593-1633): Poet and Priest 6. John Milton (1608-1674): Poet of English Puritanism 7. Andrew
Marvell (1621-1678): Pastoral Poet of Time and History 8. John Dryden (1631-1700): Poet of the Restoration .. 9.
Jonathan Swift (1667-1745): Satirist, Preacher, and Lover 10. Alexander Pope (1688-1744): Satirist and Moralist 11.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784): Moralist and Satirist 12. Four Eighteenth-Century Poets: Finch, Gray, Goldsmith,
and Cowper 13. Robert Burns(1759-1796): Singer, Satirist, and Storyteller Epilogue Further Reading Index
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[0 O Our next poet is generally considered to be one of the finest religious poets inthe English language. George
Herbert was born into a prominent Welsh familywhose service to English royalty dated back to the Middle Ages.
His fatherRichard died when George was only 4 years old, but his mother, MagdalenNewport, raised their ten
children O seven sons, three daughters] in stalwartfashion, practically every one of them achieving notable status
in their lives.George was the fifth of the seven sons, educated first at home by tutors, then atWestminster School,
and finally at Trinity College, Cambridge University,where he distinguished himself as a Latin and Greek scholar.
He became afellow of Trinity, then a Reader in Rhetoric; in 1620 he was elected PublicOrator of the University, a
prominent position for a young man. Although hehad long been interested in serving God in his life, at this point
in his career hetumed more toward public service instead of the Church. He was elected toParliament first in 1624,
and then again in 1625, but after the death of KingJames in that year, along with that of several of his friends and his
mother in1627, Herbert returned to his original idea and accepted ordination first as adeacon and in 1630 as a
priest in the Church of England. He had married JaneDanvers in the preceding year and was given a small parish in
Wiltshire, nearSalisbury and its striking cathedral, where he would occasionally walk to playhis lute with clerical
friends and enjoy the beautiful church music. In the shorttime he had to live, Herbert cared for his flock, composed
poetry, and wrote abook about the duties of a country priest. He appears to have found his callingin serving the
humble people of his parish.
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