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00 O O Trade Secrets The field of trade secrecy has taken on new proportions with the advent of online technology.
The federal Economic Espionage Act of 1996 was enacted in part to address digital advances and now makes it a
criminal offense to divulge trade secrets, which are broadly defined to include such areas as commercial, scientific
and technical endeavors. Trade secrets can include, but are not restricted to, formulas, market data, algorithms,
programs, codes, and models. They may be stored online or in tangible formats. Significantly, computer-based
disclosures such as e-mails, downloads, Web publications, and similar means are within the scope of the
act.Employees possessing trade secrets may be prohibited from engaging in similar businesses for a period of time.
In one notable case, a court determined that an employee's particular skills in Web marketing were sufficiently
protected under a noncompetition agreement with a former employer to prevent him from working for a
competitor within a one-year period following his departure from a company.Data Ownershiplt is not an
overstatement to say that the on line world runs on data. Not surprisingly, access and ownership questions relating
to data and databases abound in current legal and ethical debate. As the electronic market becomes more
competitive, attempts to obtain the advantages provided by control of information become more numerous.
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