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[0 O General Introductionl] [0 Ackbar Abbas and John Nguyet Ernil] [ There is a moment in Nietzsches The
Birth of Tragedy (1956/1990) worth recallingwhen we think about Cultural Studies today and the reasons for
putting together anew anthology on the field. It is the moment when (according to Nietzsche) a voiceenjoins
Socrates, just when he is about to give up his life rather than his convic-tions, to "practice music.” It is a thoroughly
ambivalent moment, because through-out the book, Nietzsche has with characteristic iconoclasm described
Socrates notas an intellectual hero but as a kind of intellectual monster who takes to extremesthe idea that the
beautiful is synonymous with the intelligible, that thought canseparate true knowledge from illusion and error.
Socrates becomes preeminently ateacher who teaches a powerful critical method of guarding against error.
Hence,the Socratic spirit is optimistic and serene, devoid of self-doubt.[] [0 Nevertheless, Nietzsche concedes that
there is another side to Socrates whichmakes him "the most problematic figure among the ancients." We
rememberSocrates famous diarnonon, that divine voice that spoke to him during thosemoments when even his
magnificent intelligence faltered. It is true that for themost part, the Socratic dairnonon is a negative inhibitory
agent, speaking todissuade, a kind of nagging Xanthippe, nothing if not critical. Nevertheless, therewas one
important instance when the voice spoke to him in order to persuade:during Socrates last days, the voice said to
him in a dream: "Practice music,Socrates! These words heard by Socrates in his dream," Nietzsche comments,“are
the only indication that he ever experienced any uneasiness about the limits ofhis logical universe” (p. 90). It is said
that in prison Socrates composed a song toApollo and versified several of Aesops fables.
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