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(0 O The play is built on the title character Christy Mahon, a hapless but likeable young man, who thinks he has
killed his father in a fight and escapes to a remote part of north Mayo. The local publican, Micheal James, allows
him to remain as a potboy to safeguard his daughter, Pegeen Mike, while he attends a wake. Pegeen Mike, an
attractive, strong-willed, and quick-tempered young woman, falls in love with Christy, much to the indignation of
her cousin and would-be suitor Shawn Keogh. Like Michael Dara in The Shadow of the Glen, Keoghs character,
weak, cowardly and in thrall to the Catholic church in the form of the local priest, forms a sharp contrast to Christy
as Synges embodiment of the "rampant, double-chinned vulgarity" that he observed on his travels in the west of
Ireland. Pegeen Mike draws from Christy the confession that he has killed his father with the blow of "a loy." This
news spreads like wildfire among the tightly policed community of the peninsula. Christys romantic tale of
parricide makes him a hero among the local women, being pursued not only by Pegeen but also Widow Quin who
remains loyal to him to the end. Christys valor at the local sports in winning the horse race on the strand confirms
his role as a hero and makes him truly "the playboy of western world." But then, Old Mahon, Christys father, shows
up with a bandaged head and exposes him. The villagers give up their embrace of Christy, and turn upon their hero
despite his offer to "slay his da" a second time. Pegeen leads them in the effort to bring him to due process of the
law. Appalled by seeing Pegeen turn on him, Christy escapes from their clutches and tames his bullying father.
Then the father and son wander off together from the stage, leaving Pegeen disappointed and protesting in an
agony of "Oh my grief, I re lost him surely. lve lost the only Playboy of the Western World."[0 [ Even when the
play was in rehearsal, Lady Gregory had written to Synge, "I feel we are beginning the fight for our lives." Lady
Gregorys anxiety proved to be right. On the night of the plays premiere, at first the audience was receptive, but as
the play ran on, they became increasingly uncertain how they should respond to this strange tale of a young man
who wandered into a remote Mayo community claiming to have killed his father. And when Christy chased his
father outside to kill him again, the darkened air in the theatre suddenly burst[] there was bedlam of hisses and yells
in the auditorium. Even though police were called, the roit continued until the house and stage lights were put out,
silencing the protestors with darkness.
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