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[0 O Social conservatives complain that the prevailing no-fault divorce lawst in the U.S. and Europeencourage too
many breakups; others worry about their effects on the financial condition of divorcedwomen and their children.
[0 A proposal that could meet both objections would replace divorce lawswith compulsory marriage contracts. [
[ Such contracts would require men and women to assume responsibility for the main terms oftheir marriage and
its breakup, They would allow couples to tailor the terms of marriage and divorceto their particular needs2. A
marriage contract would stipulate when a wife or husband could seek adivorce, the rules governing custody and
child support, the division of property and earnings broughtto and accumulated during marriage, allocation of
stock options and future earnings, and so on.[J [J A common argument against marriage contracts is that men and
women who are romanticallyinvolved would hesitate to suggest a contract because that might create the false
impression that theyare not in love, or that they are contemplating only a short-term relation. An easy solution to
this realproblem is to require a contract before a couple can legally marry. If these become compulsory, therewould
be no bad vibes4 or stigma attached.[] [ Bitterly Contracts force men and women contemplating marriage to
ponder also what mayseem to persons in love to be an unlikely prospect: divorce.l] However, statistics show that
40% t050% of all marriages are terminated by a divorce, many quite bitterly.[J Prenuptial agreements5 arealready
common, especially in second marriages.lJ [J Contracts permit men and women entering into marriage to make
divorce a difficult option bylimiting their breakup to desertion and other extreme circumstances6.[] They make a
long-termcommitment to each other more secure. People won t have to worry that their relationship would
beeasily abrogated when they have financial or health problems, or when one of them tires of the other,or meets
someone else7.[] [] Louisiana passed a law in August that gives couples the right to opt for a "covenant
marriageginstead of that states no-fault divorce law. These covenants permit divorce only under specified
andnarrow conditions, including adultery and abandonment, and require two years of separation before adivorce
decree is issued.
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