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[0 O Dinosaur——the common name was given to a group ofreptilesC] often very large[] that first appeared in
the LateTriassic Period about 215 million years ago and thrivedworldwide for some 150 million years. Most died
out by the end of the CretaceousPeriod] about 65 million years agol] but many lines of evidence now show that
onelineage evolved into birds about 150 million years ago. The name dinosaur comes from the Greek words deinos
[ terrible or fearfullygreat] and sauros [ reptile or lizard[d . The English anatomist Richard Owenproposed the
formal term Dinosauria in 1842 to include three giant extinct animalsC] Megalosaurus] Iguanodon and
Hylaeosaurusd represented by large fossilized bonesthat had been unearthed at several locations in southern
England during the earlypart of the 19th century. Owen recognized that these reptiles were far different fromother
known reptiles of the present and the past for three reasons] they were largeyet obviously terrestrial (] unlike the
aquatic ichthyosaurs and plesiosaurs that werealready known; they had five vertebrae in their hipsC] whereas most
known reptileshave only two; and[] rather than holding their limbs sprawled out to the side in themanner of
lizards(J dinosaurs held their limbs under the body in columnar fashion[J like elephants and other large mammals.
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