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[0 O O On Chinese Lunar New Year's Eve the emperor would give a banquet to entertain theprinces and envoys of
the Mongolian nobles and other nationalities in this hall. When theprincesses got married, the emperor would have
a banquet in this hall. The palace exam was held here in the Hall of Supreme Harmony during the Ming andearly
Qing dynasties. But after 1789, during Qing emperor Qianlong's reign the palace examwas held here in this hall. The
Chinese imperial examination system started in 587, in the Sui Dynasty and endedin 1905 in the Qing Dynasty.
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