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0000 OO0 Its beauty seemed to strike the child dumb.She leaned back in the buggy,her thin hands
clasped before her,her face lifted rapturously to the whitesplendor above.Even when they had passed out and were
driving down thelong slope to Newbridge she never moved or spoke.Still with rapt face shegazed afar into the
sunset west,with eyes that saw visions trooping splendidlyacross that glowing background.Through Newbridge,a
bustling little villagewhere dogs barked at them and small boys hooted and curious faces peeredfrom the
windows,they drove,still in silence.\WWhen three more miles haddropped away behind them the child had not
spoken.She could keep silence,itwas evident,as energetically as she could talk. "I guess you're feeling pretty tired
and hungry," Matthew ventured to sayat last,accounting for her long visitation of dumbness with the only reason
hecould think of."But we haven't very far to go now-only another mile." She came out of her reverie with a deep
sigh and looked at him with thedreamy gaze of a soul that had been wondering afar,star-led. "Oh,Mr.Cuthbert," she
whispered,"that place we came through-thatwhite place-what was it?" "Well now,you must mean the Avenue," said
Matthew after a fewmoments' profound reflection."It is a kind of pretty place."” "Pretty? Oh,pretty doesn't seem the
fight word to use.Nor beautiful,either. They don't go far enough.Oh,it was wonderful-wonderful.It's thefirst thing |
ever saw that couldn't be improved upon by imagination.It justsatisfies me here"-she put one hand on her breast-"t
made a queer funnyache and yet it was a pleasant ache.Did you ever have an ache like that,Mr.Cuthbert?" "Well
now, I just can't recollect that | ever had." "I have it lots of time-whenever | see anything royally beautiful.Butthey
shouldn't call that lovely place the Avenue.There is no meaning in aname like that. They should call it-let me
see-the White "Way of Delight.Isn't that a nice imaginative name? When | don’t like the name of a place or aperson
I always imagine a new one and always think of them so.There was agirl at the asylum whose name was Hepzibah
Jenkins,but I always imaginedher as Rosalia DeVere.Other people may call that place the Avenue,but I shallalways
call it the White Way of Delight.Have we really only another mile togo before we get home? I'm glad and I'm
sorry.l'm sorry because this drivehas been so pleasant and I'm always sorry when pleasant things end.
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