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[0 O He lowered his head. Sheila was suddenly frightened. How many of her friendshad heard their husbands open
their conversations with preambles like this[]

We haveto talk. About our marriage. And from the grim expression on Bob s face, she fearedthat he too was about
to say, "It isnt working anymore. "0 [0 "Bob," she said with candor, "something in your voice scares me. Have |
doneanything[]

"00 0 "No, Its me. | ve done it. " Bob took a breath. He was shaking. "Sheila,remember when you were pregnant
with Paulal]

"0 0"YesO

"0 O "I had to fly to Europe--Montpellier--to give that paper... "00 0 "And ... O

"00 O "I had an affair. " He said it as quickly as he could, like ripping off a bandagefast, to cause less pain.C] [ Sheila
s face went ashen. "No," she said, shaking her head violently as if todrive out what she had just heard. "This is some
terrible joke. " She looked at himfor reassurance. "Isnt it(]

"00 O "No, it s true," he said tonelessly. "I-1 m sorry. "00 O "Who[J

" she asked.lJ O "Nobody," he replied. "Nobody special. " [J "Who, RobertJ

"00 O "Her--her name was Nicole Guerin. She was a doctor. "0 [J "How long did it last[]

"00 0 "Two, three days. "[J 0] "Two days or three days[]

I Want to know. "[0 [0 "Three days," he said. "Does all this matter(]

"0 O "Everything matters," Sheila answered.[J [J He watched her fight to keep control. This was worse than he had
imagined.Then she looked at him. "I thought our marriage was based on total honesty. Whydidnt you ever tell me
O

"00 O "I--1 was waiting for the right moment. " He knew it sounded absurd, but itwas true. He had really wanted to
tell her. But not like this.[0 [0 "And ten years later was the right moment[]

" She said sardonically. "No doubtyou thought it would be easier. On whom[

"0 0 "I didn t want to hurt you," he said, knowing any answer would be futile.
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