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[0 O Energy competition has been one of the most noticeable features in Sino-Japanese relationship since China
became a net oil importer in the mid 1990s. The bilateral rivalry over energy resources has drawn enormous
attention from the whole world[J not only based on their strong ecoomic potential(] but also due to the fact that
their struggles over energy security have been underpinned by political and strategic concerns. One of the recent
examples is the Sino-Japanese dispute over maritime resources in the East China Seald which was emerged in mid
2004 and has not been settled despite eight rounds of official negotiations held over the past three years. This paper
argues that the reasons responsible for this deadlock are partially in the vagueness of the different principles of the
international laws[ but the political distrust existed in both nations has been a more significant obstacle for a
reasonable solution. The discussion below comprises four sections. The first part provides a brief review of the
origin and the causes for the Sino-Japanese dispute over the EastChina Sea gas exploration. The session followed
examines the bilateral diplomatic dialogues and the issues under discussion. The third section attempts to identify
the key factors preventing a solutiond followed by all O brief conclusion.
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