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0000 OO0 23.2Different Countries Have Different Visiting Courtesy Before visiting, the Westerners
prefer to arrange the time in advance. Making an appointment in advance is basic politeness rules in Western
countries. Generally, the Westemers are accustomed to do one thing at a time and may be uncomfortable when an
activity is interrupted. They are used to organizing and arranging their time. Visitors who "drop by" without prior
notice may interrupt their host's personal time. Casual visiting is usually regarded as impolite. Thus, making an
appointment before visiting him or her is generally preferred to a "dropping by". So to accommodate other
people's schedules, the Westerners make business and social engagements several days or weeks in advance. The
language used to make a request of visiting should also be paid attention to. The following are some suitable
expressions: Mr. White and | would like to come and visit you. Would it be convenient for us to come on next
Friday evening[J

There's something I'd like to talk over with you. I wonder if it would be convenient to meet you this Friday
afternoon. Shall we discuss the matter at 10 tomorrow morning]

If not, please ring me to make another time--any thanks. Could we see each other for about an hour on Friday
afternoon at three o'clock]

I'm in town for a few days and would very much like to come and visit you at your house. Would it be convenient
if I call on you this evening[J

| haven't seen you for a long time. 1 was wondering whether | could come round to visit you sometime. After
receiving an invitation, unequivocal reply should be given. For the Western custom is much stricter than Chinese
custom in the matter of replying to invitations. When you receive an invitation you should answer it immediately,
saying definitely whether you are able to accept it or not. If the invitation is given by word of mouth, in
conversation or at a chance meeting, you should answer at once whether you can come or not. If you cannot give
an answer at that time, you may say, "May | let you know this evening[]

" or some such words. Reply, like "I'll try to come." willcause to be perplexed or confounded.
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