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00000 DO O Arole for THs in female reproduction has been suggested for a number of years.Enigmatically,
iodine appears to concentrate in the ovary second only to the thyroid. This uptake varies with sexual activities and
is enhanced by estrogens and a hypothyroid state and blocked by goitrogens. The physiological significance of
ovarian iodine-uptake is yet to be elucidated. Recently, Slebodzinski [73] showed the presence of deiodinase
activity capable of generating T3 in the follicular fluid within the ovary of several mammals, suggesting that T3 may
be important for oocyte-maturation. Although the testis was long thought to be TH-unresponsive,the D2 enzyme
has now been shown to be active in rat testis, where it is concentrated in the spermatids, again suggesting a role for
T3 in gamete maturation [74]. Moreover, Anguiano et al.
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