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[0 O Most importantly] Afghanistan lacks even the most basic resources for miningl] such as railroads and
electricity. Afghanistan is expected to complete its first railroad this year(] linking Mazar-e-Sharif in the north to
Asian rail lines. And much of the minerals are located in or around Taliban strongholds] which could encourage
fighting to gain control of the depositsC] said Sanok[ a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies in Washington.[J [0 Col. Dave Lapan[J a Pentagon spokesman(] told reporters Monday that the $1
trillion figure didn't surface until recently because Bfinkley's task force had been pre- occupied with Iraq.
Previouslyd discussions with Kabul have focused on encouraging the export of carpetsC] agriculture and other
modest resources.[] [ It wasn't until late last year that the task force got around to looking at a 2007 study done by
the U.S. Geological Survey. That's whend according to Lapan the group determined the nearly $1 trillion
estimated value.OJ O The value of Afghanistan's mineral fiches could rise even higher when taking into account
Afghanistan's unknown reserve of lithium[ a key ingredient in products from medicines to cell phone batteries(]
potentially resting beneath dried-up lake beds scattered across the country.J [J According to the Pentagon] iron
would account for almost half of the total value of mineralsC] or $ 420 billion. Copper would come in second(]
with about $ 273 billion. But many of the sites listed on a map as potential metal or mineral sites are also known for
Taliban activity. For example[d a cluster of those sites are just north of the Taliban stronghold of Kandahar and
along the road leading to Kabul.OO O 00 O
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