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PART | COMMON LAW OF CONTRACT

00 CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

1. Contracts and Contract Law

1.1Definition of * Contract”

1.2Sources of the Law of Contract

2. Classifications of Contracts

3. Case 1: Hawkins v. McGee

Review Questions

0 CHAPTER 2 FORMATION OF CONTRACTO017
1. Offer

1.1Elements of Offer

1.2Case 2: Carlill v. Carbolic Smoke Ball Co.
1.3Invitation to Make an Offer

1.4Case 3: Lefkowitz v. Great Minneapolis Surplus
Store

1.5Termination of Offer

1.6Case 4: Ardente v. Horan

2. Acceptance

2.1Elements of Acceptance

2.2Effectiveness of Acceptance

3. Consideration

3.1Elements of Consideration

3.2Case 5: Hamer v. Sidway

3.3Case 6: Harris v. Time, Inc.

3.4Invalid Consideration

3.5Case 7: Slattery v. Wells Fargo Armored Service
Corp.

3.6Promissory Estoppel

3.7Case 8: Ricketts v. Scothorn

Review Questions

0 CHAPTER 3 DEFENSES

1. Misrepresentation

2. Mistake

3. Duress

4. Undue Influence

5. Capacity of Parties

6. lllegality

7. Statute of Frauds

8. The Parol Evidence Rule

Review Questions

00 CHAPTER 4 SELECTED TOPICS ON COMMON LAW OF CONTRACT
1. Performance

2. Remedies

3. Assignment of Contract Rights and Delegation of
Duties
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PART Il COMMON LAW OF TORTS

O CHAPTER 5 INTRODUCTION TO TORT LAW
100 Torts vs. Crimes

2[0 Torts vs. Breach of Contracts

300 Classifications of Torts

400 Remedies

Review Questions

[0 CHAPTER 6 INTENTIONAL TORTS

100 The General Elements of Intentional Torts
2[1 Intentional Torts to the Person

2.1Battery and Assault

2.2False Imprisonment

2.3Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress
30 Intentional Torts to Property

3.1Trespass and Nuisance

3.2Conversion

41 Defenses to Intentional Torts

4.1Case 1900 Katko v. Briney

4.2Case 2000 Courvoisier v. Raymond

500 Intentional Torts to Economic and Dignitary
Interests

5.1Defamation

5.2Invasion of Privacy

Review Questions

[0 CHAPTER 7 TORTS OF NEGLIGENCE

100 Duty

1.1The General Duty

1.2To Whom the Duty of Care Owed
1.3Standard of Care

1.4Duty Owed by Owners and Occupiers of Land
1.5Affirmative Duty to Act

1.6Case 261 Tubbs v. Argus

2[10 Breach

30 Damage

4[] Causation

4.1Case 2801 Lyons v. Midnight Sun Transportation
Services, Inc.

4.2Case 290 Palsgraf v. The Long Island Railroad
Co.

500 Defenses to Negligence

Review Questions

0 CHAPTER 8 STRICT LIABILITY

100 A Prima Facie Case

2[0 Products Liability

3] Defenses to Strict Liability

Review Questions
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0000 2.Mistake Mistake is a belief that is not in accord with the facts.A contract is not enforceable if it is
formed based on a mistake which results from an ambiguity in the negotiation of the contract,or where there was a
mistake as to a material fact which induced the making of the contract. Thus mistake is one of the defenses the
defendant may use in a breach of contract litigation to relieve his contractual obligations.Here the mistake does not
mean ignorance,inability,bad bargain,or bad judgment.For instance,if in negotiating a contract,the parties used
language which is susceptible to more than one interpretation,and one party honestly draws one interpretation
while the other party draws another,then the courts will usually hold that no contract resulted since there was no
meeting of the minds or mutual agreement. A mistake can occur at the time of formation,integration,or
performance.A mistake may be mutual or unilateral.If both parties were under a misunderstanding as to the
existence or nonexistence of the material fact,this is known as a mutual mistake and it is grounds for rescission of
the contract.Where the mistake is unilateral in that it is made by only one of the parties,the contract may or may
not be enforced.If one of the parties realizes that the other person is operating under a mistaken belief and seeks to
take advantage of the error,relief will be granted.While negligence on the part of the party making the mistake
usually will not justify the granting of relief,it will be granted where the negligence was slight,where enforcement
would impose an unwarranted hardship on the person who made the mistake,and where relief would not impose a
material loss on the other party.
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