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00 O American Puritanism O The settlement of the North American continent by the English began in the early
part of the seventeenth century. The first settlers who became the founding fathers of the American nation were
quite a few of them Puritans. They came to America out of various reasons[] but it should be remembered that
they were a group of seriousl] religious peoplel] advocating highly religious and m or alp rinciples. They carried
with them to America a code of valuesC] a philosophy of lifel] and a point of viewdl which intimed took root
in the New World and became what is popularly known as American Puritanism. A dominant factor in American
lifedd American Puritanism was one of the most enduring shaping influences in American thought and American
literature. It has becomel] to some extent[] so much a state of mind[J rather than a set of tenets[] so much a part
of the national cultural atmosphere that the Americans breathel] that we may state with a degree of safety that[]
without some understanding of Puritanism(J there can be no real under standing of American culture and
literature.[J [0 Although the English government saw the colonization of the North American continent as a means
of alleviating its own problemsO a large number of the settlers themselves left home in the first years of the
seventeenth century in earnest quest of an ideal of their own. It is true that they wished to escape religious
persecution——and the English government regarded its American colony as an ideal dumping ground for the
undesirablesC] but they were also determined to find a place where they could worship in the way they thought
true Christians should.CJ 0 O O
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