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[0 O Hockey is a popular sport for men, women and children in many countries. It is called field hockey to
distinguish it from the similar game played on ice. It is an outdoor game which is played by two teams of 11 players
each. Players attempt to advance the ball down the field with their sticks that are curved or hooked at one end, and
try to get the ball inside the opposing sides striking circle so as to score a goal. The object of each team is to score
more goals than the other team. The game time is divided into two haves of 35 minutes each with 5minutes for
half-time.[J [0 The sport is played worldwide and ranks second only to soccer. India and Pakistan dominated mens
hockey until the early 1980s, winning four of the first five world cups, but have become less prominent with the
Netherlands, Germany, New Zealand, Australia and Spain gaining importance since the late 1980s. Other strong
mens nations include Argentina, England and South Korea. The Netherlands was the predominant womens team
before hockey was added to Olympic events.
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