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(0 7.50 Summary[] [0 8 Conclusion and Implications [1 8.100 Introductiond [0 [0 8.200 Conclusion] (1 [1 8.3
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00 O In order to work on the development of pragmatic competence in children] Rose [1 20001 conducted a
study of pragmatic development in production of requestl] apology and compliment response by three different
proficiency groups of ESL students in a primary school. By adopting a cartoon-based[] oral-production tasks[]
Rose provided the evidence that the high-proficiency learners tended to use more indirect request strategies]
more supportive moves in apologizingll more apology adjuncts and more compliment-response adjuncts.
Developmental studies of pragmatic comprehension in L20 0 Compared to the studies on pragmatic production
O there are fewer studies on the development of ESL or EFL learners ability to comprehend the communicative
meaning. A series of longitudinal studies of this kind were conducted by Bouton [0 19881 19891 1992[1 1994[1
who took four and a half years to track how his participants [0 who were NNSs of English(] gradually developed
the ability to understand implicature in English. The data from the studies informed him that there was a
developmental sequence in the interpreting of implicature.[] [ One of the earlier cross-sectional studies on
development of pragmatic comprehension was conducted by Carrell CJ 19810 . In order to find a possible degree
of difficulty in understanding indirect requestsC] Carrell chose learners at four proficiency levels—
—Ilow-intermediate[] intermediate] high-intermediate[] and advanced[] and asked them to interpret a single
request which was expressed in different forms varying from the positive to negative and to the ones with complex
syntactic structures. It seemed that all of the four groups could interpret the requests in simple positive or negative
formsO but the lower proficiency level did have difficulty in understanding the requests in syntactically complex
formsJ which indicated a hierarchy of difficulty.
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