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[0 O The genre-based approach to teaching writing(] illustrated abovell has had aprofound impact on literacy
education in Australiall particularly in primary schooling and in adult ESL and academic literacy programs. As
writing is the principal means by which students’ academic learning is evaluated[] the goal of this methodology has
been to provide students with resources to achieve successin formal evaluation. Over the past decade these
successes have been extendedinto teaching reading using carefully designed strategies to support students
torecognise language patterns in academic textsC] enabling them to read with critical comprehensiond and to use
these language patterns in their writing. This methodologyd known as Reading to Learn. [J Rose 2004c] 2005a
(1 2006b[0 200701 [0 approaches reading first from the perspective of genrel] then the patterns in which a text's
field unfolds through the genrel] and finally the wordings with insentences that realise these discourse semantic
patterns. The methodology isillustrated here with a lesson in which adult ESL students learn to read a discussion
about immigration in AustralialJ] in an academic preparation course.An extract is presented as text] 2[J . The first
paragraph presents the issuel] the second paragraph presents one position on immigration's impact
onemployment] the third presents the author's opposing position.lJ [J [ 200 Plus to immigration equation]

(1 Both before and since the White Australia policy of the 1950s] immigration has been a political hot potato-yet
the economic evidence shows immigration has been extremely good for the nation. In spite of the facts[] today's
econorruc nationalist parties - One Nation[] the Australian Democratst] Advance Australial] the Greens and
Australia First - espouse poliaes of greatly reduced or zero net migration. They do so for several reasons.[] [1 The
most common argument against allowing migrants in numbers is based on a lopsided view of the impact on
Australia’s economy. The Advance Australia party wants to call a "halt to all immigration until we have solved our
unemployment problems" as if the only impact of migration is to takejobs which nught otherwise be available to
unemployed Australians.(0 O [ [
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