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0 O O Wilson's first expedition brought huge wealth to theRoyal Exotic Nursery, and James Veitch decided to
sendWilson to China again. At the end of 1902, Wilson signedanother agreement with the Royal Exotic Nursery.
In January 1903, Wilson started his second trip toChina with the purpose of finding one particular plantwith yell w
flowers, called the yellow poppy [0 Meconopsisintegrifoliall . Some years before, A. E. Pratt, a Britishnaturalist,
had traveled twice to Kangding, western Sichuanand collected this plant in an area close the GonggaMountains. He
vividly described the plant in full flower, andwesterners were very keen to obtain this poppy. On 22 March 1903,
Wilson's steamer reachedShanghai. He then traveled by boat and finally arrived atLeshan, Sichuan on 19 June,
passing through Yichang,Badong, Chongging and Yibing. On 25 June, he leftLeshan to investigate the countryside
in the area of Mt. Wall Wa Shan[J southwest of Mt. Emei. Afterwards, he traveledalong the Ancient Tea-Horse
Road and arrived at Kangdingon 14 July by way of Hanyuan, Lengji and Luding. In hisdiary, Wilson said that the
population of Kangding mainlyconsisted of Tibetan and Hart peoples, and that Kangdingwas a major gateway to
Tibet from Sichuan. On 16 July, Wilson climbed a towering mountainsouth of Kangding and arrived at a pass
called YajiaPass. The next day he was very excited when he founda plant of Meconopsis integrifolia at a place 3500
metersabove sea level. On 4 August, he returned to Leshan for ashort rest.
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