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(0 O A pretty American girl is presented in this picture. Interestingly, she is neither in Apple Jeans nor in Red Taps
nor in anything typically American, rather, she prefers traditional Chinese costume. In my opinion, what the
picture conveys is beyond a new fashion trend, it carries cultural implications as well. In the globalization process,
to be national or to be international, that is the dilemma for almost every culture. While global economic
integration has fostered thorough cultural interchanges and made purely national culture practically impossible,
many countries with their distinct national culture still hold a conservative attitude toward being international for
fear of losing their own national identity. Admittedly, as it is the reflection of the mentality of a people and the
shaper of her literature, national culture is peculiar to her people as priceless spiritual treasure and ought to be
cherished and preserved.[] [ However, there are also good reasons to advocate an international culture. As the
traditional Chinese costume in the picture adds some irresistible oriental glamour to her beautiful features, the
embracing of dements from other cultures will surely do great benefit to a culture. The fresh ideas coming in,
controversial or even unreasonable as they may seem at first sight, provide a different perspective for us to observe
the world, and thus essential to social progress. It is essentially multiculturalism in a society that makes it diverse,
colorful, vigorous and open-minded.[] [J As the picture presents the thought-provoking question in a light
manner, the answer to the question is also implied in it. In my eyes, to be international is undisputedly the better
choice if the nation wishes to adopt an open-minded way of progressing.
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