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Lingering racismlf the Obama effect is positive for African Americans, how is it affecting their white compatriots (
[0 ) ? Is the experience of having a charismatic((J] [ [ O )black president modifying lingering racist attitudes ?
There is no easy way to measure racism directly; instead psychologists assess what is known as &quot;implicit
bias&quot;, using a computer-based test that measures how quickly people associate positive and negative
words-such as &quot;love&quot; or &quot;evil&quot;&mdash;&mdash;with photos of black or white faces. A
similar test can also measure how quickly subjects associate stereotypical traits&mdash;&mdash;such as athletic
skills or mental ability&mdash;&mdash;with a particular group.In a study that will appear in the Journal of
Experimental Social Psychology, Plant's team tested 229 students during the height of the Obama fever. They
found that implicit bias had fallen by as much as 90% compared with the level found in a similar study in 2006.
&quot;That's an unusually large drop,&quot; Plant says.While the team can't be sure their results are due solely to
Obama, they also showed that those with the lowest bias were likely to subconsciously associate black skin colour
with political words such as &quot;government&quot; or &quot;president&quot;. This suggests that Obama was
strongly on their mind, says Plant.Drop in biasBrian Nosek of University of Virginia in Charlottesville, who runs a
website that measures implicit bias using similar tests, has also observed a small drop in bias in the 700,000 visitors
to the site since January 2007, which might be explained by Obama’s rise to popularity. However, his preliminary
results suggest that change will be much slower coming than Plant’s results suggest.&hellip;&hellip;
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