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I. International Statistical Yearbook 2004 is an annual comprehensive reference publicationon international
economic and social statistics. It contains data from as much as 160 countries,regions and territories over the world.
More detailed information on the economic and social devel-opment of over 40 countries and the key indicators of
the world famous companies is also includedin the Yearbook. In order to make the international data being more
comprehensible and enhance thereadability of this book, we added some colorized statistical graphs into this
yearbook for the firsttime.ll. The Yearbook contains the following 16 chapters: China in the World; Geography
and Cli-mate; Natural Resources and Environmental Protection; National Accounts; Population; Employ-ment
and Wages; Government Finance and Banking; Price Indices; Household Income and Expendi-ture and Poverty;
Agriculture; Industry, Energy and Construction; Transportation and Communica-tion; External Trade and
Tourism; Balance of Payments and External Debts; Education, Science andTechnology, Culture, Health and
Military; Main Indicators of the 500 Largest Companies in theWorld.l11. Data for most of the foreign
countries/territories have been adjusted by international orga-nizations such as the United Nations, and the scope
and coverage is therefore comparable.lV. The latest data for many countries are preliminary or estimated
statistics.V. All data of China do not cover Taiwan Province, Hong Kong SAR and Macao SAR exceptdata for the
surface area.V1. The data sources for foreign countries/territories include databases, CD-ROM:s, yearbooksand
monthly publications of international organizations. The sources of data are given at the top ofeach table in the
Yearbook. Data for China are mainly taken from China Statistical Yearbook, whileChinese data from international
organizations are footnoted and are used for reference.VIIl. Some aggregations or rates/ratios may not add up to the
sum of the series because ofrounding.
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