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[0 O My purpose in this chapter is to discuss genetic classification; but I hope that the discussion will also help to
explain and justify a deviation from what has become virtually a compulsory practice among American Indianists:
the use of sound correspondence tables and asterisked reconstructed forms.[] [1 In proceeding in this manner, this
volume will resemble my first published classificational work, namely, that on African languages [1 Greenberg 1963
O . In that study I did not use a single asterisk or a single table representing a reconstructed sound system; and
although I made occasional reference to particularly striking sound correspondences, these figured in no essential
way as part of my method. There were, however, extensive lists of proposed etymologies, both lexical and
grammatical, and shared grammatical irregularities. Yet it is reasonable to assert that this classification has won
general acceptance and has become the basis for a considerable body of comparative work on African

languages. These aspects of my methodology earned me a fair share of criticisms, of course, even from those who
accepted and built on my results in their own investigations. The following are representative quotations. The first
are the views of William Welmers [ 1973: 5, 6, 15, respectively[] : Greenberg has not, to be sure, demonstrated the
existence of regular sound correspondences among all of the languages in any of the four language families he posits
for Africa, although it has already been implied that such correspondences are the only real proof of genetic
relationship. In fact, evidence that falls short of clear demonstration of regular phonetic correspondences may
nevertheless be overwhelming But the nature of the similar forms with similar meanings which Greenberg cites, and
the number of them, is such that the fact of genetic relationship can be considered established For all practical
purposes the validity of the four families can be considered established.
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