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This book gives a brief account of the life stories and military and political deeds of 16 well-known emperors in
different dynasties, hoping to help the readers have a better understanding of the monarchic system in China's

feudal society.
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Ying Zheng: First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty Accomplishing National UnificationLiu Bang of a Humble Origin:
Founding Emperor of the Western Han Dynasty The Restoration of Emperor Guangwu of the Eastern Han
DynastyCao Pi: A Monarch of the Wei Kingdom Known for His Literary TalentSima Yan: Emperor of the
Western Jin Dynasty Unifying the Country AgainXiao Yan: Emperor of the Southern Liang Dynasty Professing
BuddhismYuan Hong: Emperor of the Northern Wei Dynasty Carrying Out Radical ReformsYang Guang:
Emperor of the Sui Dynasty Craving for Grandeur and SuccessLi Shimin: Emperor of the Tang Dynasty Opening
an Epoch of Peace and ProsperityWu Zetian: Only Empress Regnant in Chinese HistoryYelu Abaoji: Founder of a
Khitan Empire in North ChinaZhao Kuangyin of the Song Dynasty Running the Country with Civil
Administration\Wanyan Aguda: Founder of a Jurchen Empire in North ChinaTemujin: Founder of the Mongol
EmpireZhu Yuanzhang of the Ming Dynasty: From a Buffalo Boy to the EmperorAisin Gioro Xuanye of the Qing
Dynasty Known for His Military and CulturalAchievements
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00 O O In 202 BC, Xiang Yu and his some 100 thousand troops found themselves trapped in a tight encirclement in
Gaixia (southeast of present Lingbi County of Anhui Province). When night fell, HanXin ordered the 300
thousand Han soldiers to sing Chu songs from all sides to sap the enemy's morale. Xiang Yu bade farewell to his
favorite concubine, and led only 800 cavalrymen to break through the ring of encirclement. At daybreak, Xiang was
cornered by 5,000 pursuing troops at last, and after killing hundreds of Han soldiers committed suicide by cutting
his throat on the west bank of the Wu River (northeast of present Hexian County of Anhui Province). He was only
30 years old.
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