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(0 O O 300 allows hazardous recessive traits to come to the fore[J resulting in physical problems and[] in some
cases[] infertility[] and second( it leads to a genetically uniform populationwithout the diversity to resist
epidemics and environmental changes.But the scientists who resist the inbred cheetah dogma point out that many
Z0OO catsbear healthy cubs[] are perfectly fertile and vigoroust] and have great aviation in their(] [J [0 35

O immune systems.While the cheetah may look genetically tenuous when its DNA isappraised ] by such real-life
measurements as litter size(] cub healthJ and immuneresponseld measurements as litter size[] cub health(] and
immune responsel] the cheetah iSperfectly fit for the millennium.The work of these scientists calls into question
thevalidity of a strictly molecular approach to the sometimes murky science of speciest] [ [ 401 preservation

(I and it strongly suggests that scientists do not yet understand why certaingenetic patterns detected in laboratory
tests translate into the genuine strengths andweaknesses of a wild animal. The work also indicates that ZOOS having
troublepropagating cheetahs in captivity perhaps should not blame the animal’ S DNAL

but rathertheir OWD ineptitude at the science of animal breeding.lJ [0 (I 4500 In the final analysisU the cheetah

" Slong-term future very remedies like preservingits remaining habitat and enlisting the help of those who live
alongside it.In NamibialJ where the cheetah does not have to compete with many other carnivores[] as it
doeselsewhere in Africal] the feline fares reasonably well(J and its biggest problem is rancherswho shoot it in the
belief that the cat threatens their livestock.Biologists in Namibia are.J [J [J 5000 seeking to convince the cattle
owners that cheetahs in fact kill very few livestockanimals[] and to establish a compensatory program should a calf
occasionally be lost[] withits sizeble free-ranging pitched as a uniquely Namibian cat and thus a source of
nationalpride.More than an ideal genetic profile[] the cheetah needs a bit of panting room and allthe public
relations its noble bearing can buy. 00 O ......
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