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[0 O Cheaters of ten feel invisible[I as if their actions "don’t count” and don't really hurt anyone. Butindividual
choices have an intense cumulative effect. Cheating can spread like a disease. Recentstatistics suggest 30% or more
of college students cheat. If a class is graded on a curveld cheating hurtsothers’ grades. Even if there is no curvell
cheating "poisons” the classroom] and others may feel pressured to join in. [ "If | don't cheat[] | can't compete
with those who doJ [0 Cheating also has a destructive impact onteachers. The real reward of good teaching is
seeing students learn] but a cheater says[] "I"m not interested in what you're trying to teach; all | care about is
stealing a gradeJ regardless of the effect on othersC] The end result is a destructive attack on the quality of your
education. Finally[] cheating can hurt the reputation of the university and harm those who worked hard for their
degree. Why Integrity Matters(] [J If cheating becomes the norm[] then we are in big trouble. We must rely on the
honesty and good faith of others. If not[] we couldn't put money in the bank[] buy food[ clothing[d] or
medicine from othersd driveacross a bridgel] get on a planel] go to the dentist-the list is endless. There are many
examples of the vas thar that is caused when individuals forget or ignore the effect their dishonesty can have. The
savings and loan scandal(] the stock market and junk bond swindles[] and[J of course[] Watergate[] have
undermined the faith of many Americans in the integrity of political and economic leaders and society as a whole.
Such in a dents take a tremendous toll on our nation’s economy and our individual well-being. For example[d but
for the savings and loan debacled there nught be funds awulable to reduce the national debt and pay for
education.[J [J In sumO we all have a common stake in our-schoolJ our community] and our soaety. Our
actions domatter. It is essential that we act with integrity in order to build the kind of world in which we want to
live0 OO0
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