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0000 1was careful to behave as well as possible,to persuade the King to give me my freedom.Lilliputians soon
began to lose their fear of me. They called me the Man-Mountain.Sometimes | lay down and let them dance on my
hand,and from time to time children came to play games in my hair.By now | was able to speak their language well.
One day the King invited me to watch the regular entertain-ments,which are greatly enjoyed by him,his family,and
his lords and ladies.l was most interested in the rope-dancing.A very thin rope is fixed thirty centimetres above the
ground.People who want to become the King's most important officials jump and dance on this rope,and whoever

jumps highest with-out falling gets the best job.Sometimes the King orders his lords to dance on the rope,to show
that they can still do it. This sport is,of court,rather dangerous,and there are occa-sional deaths as a result.It seems a
strange way of choosing of-ficials. There was another interesting entertainment. The King holds a stick in front of
him,and.sometimes moves it up and down.One by one,people come up to him and jump over the stick or crawl
under it. They go on jumping and crawling as the Kingmovesthestick. 20 0 0 0 0 OO0 OO0 O0OOO0O
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