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00 O Abraham Lincoln was born in 1809 in a log cabin] to very humblel] uneducated parentsC] he did grow up
in a backwoods settlement that was virtually a wildernessC] there[d] beginning at the age of seven[] he did help his
father to hew a farm out of that wilderness with an axel]l with the benefit of only a few months of schooling] he
did study diligently on his own to acquire basic skills in reading and writing[] as a young man out on his own and
working at menial jobs[] he did teach himself from books such subjects as English grammar{] sufficient
mathematics to learn surveyingl] and enough law to enter the legal profession at the age of 27. AndJ of coursel]
he did perform triumphantly in the United States’ most severe crisisC] saving his country from dissolution(]
presiding over the destruction of slaveryl] and dying an authentic Americanmartyr] .0 0O OO 0O O
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00 O A Mind Ripe for Learningd [0 From the very beginningll Abraham Lincoln was differentl] and in a way
that many of hisneighbors—and especially his father—did not approve. Unlike almost everyone else he grew[

O up withO Lincoln was intensely interested in words and meanings. He learned to read and writeat a very early
agel] actively seeking out books to borrow and taking notes on what he read.When he left home and struck out on
his own at the age of 220 Lincoln settled in thesmall village of New Salem 1llinois] where he spent six eventful
years. Unprepossessingl] inappearancel] he was frequently described as gawky[l and ill-dressedJ but the other
residents soon discovered he had many assets. In addition to being intelligent and surprisingly well informedd he
was unusually good-natured and friendly. He excelled in popular athletic contests such as runningd jumping(]
and throwing weights] he was unusually strong and a nearly unbeatable wrestler(] and though he did not drink[J
he was conviviald and had great ability as a storyteller. He was thus well liked.[J [0 Supporting himself with a
variety of jobs[] Lincoln studied assiduously during his New Salem years to make up for his lack of formal
educationd of which he remained painfully conscious all his life. Borrowing books wherever he couldd he
studied history and biography] and he displayed an eager appetite for literature[] being particularly fond of
Shakespeare and of the Scottish poet RobertBurns. 0 O 0 0 00D 00000000 OOOOOOOO0O
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O O As a Member of Congressd [ Before his first year in New Salem was out] he declared himself a candidate
for the state legislature[d but failed. When he ran again at the next electionl] he won handily] and served four
successive terms. In his second term[] in spite of being one of the youngest legislatorsC] he was chosen as his Whig
Party’ sfloor leader(] an honor that reflected his effectiveness as a speaker[] his energy(] and his organizational
and leadership abilities.[] [J At about the time of his marriage[J Lincoln declined to run for a fifth term in the state
legislature and began angling for election to the U.S. Congress. When he finally succeeded and took his seat in the
House of Representatives in December 18470 the Mexican War was coming to a victorious conclusiond and
Lincoln lost no time in joining other Whig members in attacking President James K. Polk for unconstitutionally]
provoking an unjust war for the purpose of acquiring new territory.[1 [J This earned Lincoln considerable criticism
back homell where the war was very popular. Even as Lincoln contradicted his pro-war Democratic constituents
[J on a matter of principlel he offended some of his fellow Whigs with his practicality. So when Lincoln’ s
congressional term was over[] he was denied as the head of the General Land Office.[] (I As his brief
congressional career endedd Lincoln returned to IllinoisC] his political ambitions frustrated. With this greater
attention to his legal profession] Lincoln’ s skill and reputation as a lawyer rose] and his firm gained a
prominent position in the lllinois bar. He was “ losing interest in politicsC] ”  he said of this period. But as the
slavery issue heated up in the 1850s] Lincoln’ s long-standing affi nity[] for political controversy unexpectedly
revived.0J 0 O O
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