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[0 O Marian Evans /pseud George Eliot/0819-x880), novelist, was known under severalnames during her life: Mary
Anne Evans (atbirth), Mary Ann Evans (from 1857), MarianEvans (from 1851, Marian Evans Lewes (from1854),
and Mary Ann Cross (1880).She was born Mary Anne Evans on November1810 at South Farm on the Arbury
estate in theparish of Chilvers Coton, Warwickshire, the thirdchild of the second marriage of Robert
Evans(1775-1849), manager of the large estates of theNewdigate family of Arbury Hall. Robert Evansswork on the
estate was wide-ranging. He not onlysurveyed land and buildings, managed relationswith the tenant farmers on the
estate, collected rents, oversaw repairs, and arranged the buying and selling of land, but was also involved in
negotiations with road builders and coalmining businesses in the area. His iournals and correspon-dence with
Francis Newdigate show Evans to have been an inventive and inconsistent speller, but a man of integrity and
determination, and one in whom his employer invested a great deal of trust and authority. The eponymous hero of
George Eliots first full-length novel, Adam Bede(1859),is based in some respects——particularly in regard to his
pride in his work and his determination of character——-on Robert Evans.
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