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[0 O A renowned historical and cultural city in Chinaldl Suzhou has long been known asthe "Heaven on Earth"[]
endowed with picturesque sceneries and rich in cultural andnatural attractions. Suzhou Gardensd] with worldwide
reputation] have been inscribed onthe World Heritage List.] Two out of Chinas Top Four Gardens are located
in Suzhoul namelyd the Lingering Garden and the Humble Administrators Garden. The Tiger HillCl known as
ancient Suzhous top tourist attractiond [ boasts a history of over 2[10 500 yearsand a profound cultural heritagel]
[0 making it a must destination for tourists to Suzhou.The Hanshan Monastery is another admiration of sightseers
for its sonorous bell ringsC] which was recorded in a famous poem entitled Night Anchoring at Maple Bridge

[0 composed by the famous Tang Poet Zhang Ji. Suzhou lies in the Yangtze River Deltal]l [J in the southeast of
Jiangsu Province.[] Itcovers an area of 8[1 488 square kilometers and has a total population of 6 million. With35
kilometers of river networks and 168 bridges above the rivers within the downtownareald Suzhou has won its
reputation as "Venice in the East". It ranks among the firstbatch of 2400 "Historical and Cultural Cities"

[ designated by the State Council.[J Itshistory dates back to over 71 000 years ago[] as proved in an ancient
cultural site of theNeolithic Period discovered in the Caoxie Mountain on the south bank of YangchengLakel 2
kilorheters north to the Weiting Township of Wu County in Suzhou. More than1[] 100 Neolithic relics were
excavated[] [ including stone implementst] [J bone objectsC] pottery and jade wares.[] Suzhou was first built as a
city in 514 BC by King He Lu ofthe Wu State[] [1 and served as the capital of Wu during the Spring and Autumn
Period.Even todayl] [J many historical sites about two most famous figures of the Wu StatelJ [J XiShi and Wu
ZixudO may be found in Suzhou. The name of the city[] Suzhoul was firstused in 589 AD and kept till today.
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