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内容概要

　　许多人读英文时无一生词，但不知所读句子为何物；或者每个句子皆明了于心，但整个段落却莫
名其妙。
道理很简单：语言乃文化之载体，语言外壳包裹着文化之核。
如果不透过语言之外壳去把握文化之核。
则一切学习的努力皆徒劳也。
　　正因为语言只是伪饰的外衣、肤浅的表象，所以不认识文化就不可能了解语言的本质和永恒的内
涵。
　　是故学语言不能只接触表相而无视本质，否则交际永远无法实现。
　　只懂语言而不了解文化，好似认识了一个只知其表、不知其里的朋友。
这样的朋友决不能称之为相知。
你知道英国人保守，就知道他们为什么会反对将英镑纳入欧共体货币一体化了；你明白美国人欣赏竞
争，就理解他们为什么怕老了⋯⋯文化会使你发现语言其实是妙趣横生、妙不可言的娱乐，会使你发
现语言如咀嚼橄榄一样，回味无穷⋯⋯　　对于英语，如果你只想学点皮毛，则不必看此书；但倘若
你想领会英语之精髓，就必定吃透《文化解密（英汉对照读物）》！
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章节摘录

版权页：   Never talk about any kind of reform to an Englishman,he would surely be silent and keep away from
you! Suppose a mosquito were seen in the soup in a restaurant,what would be the most likely re-sponse by a
German,an American,a Japanese,a Chinese or an Englishman. A German would,most probably,say "Oh7 What is
the philosophical significance between a mosquito and the soup.'?How cool ! It is a golden chance for me to write a
doctoral paper on this topic." Really,the German is good at philosophy. An American will,of course,make a
com-plaint to the manager at once and call his lawyer at the same time,to see how much "psychological offense" he
could claim. How law-abiding are the Americans! Do you know the famous worcks by the Roman philosopher
Ovid？
 He said,"A horse never runs so fast as when he has other horses to catch up and outpace." It is for the reason to
create competitive pressure so that the company itself and the soci-ety on the whole benefits the most that the US
Supreme Court launches a monopoly charge a-gainst the unrivalled Microsoft. In their eyes,lack of competition
simply will lead to laziness.It does good to no one. Competition is typical of American soci-ety.From the
childhood on,everyone must try his or her best to be No.One in the soci-ety.Therefore,children regard Shirley
Temple as their idol.Therefore,children will do their best to study well to be teachers' apple of the eye.Even in
play,children will try to be win-ners,to be victors.To be defeated is a loss of face,of course. In adulthood,young men
have to work hard to earn enough money to keep up with the Johns,for the sake of a position in society,for the sake
of self-making.They worship such men as Gastby,as expected.
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