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[0 O But even that excitement could get dullC] so one time[] when | was about5[] ina moment of pride and
stealth[] | raised my hands off the roof rack.l waved to the sky above in a "Look mal]

No hands[]

" pose. Just thend mymother must have given the car a little extra on the accelerator] to crest thefinal hill. |
slipped off-tumbling in an arc to the groundd a puffy massof orange parkald] of kindergarten wonder. Needless to
say[d] Isurvived; Imerely cut my chin. It barely hurt. | was much more concerned for mymotherd who was
terribly shaken at what could have happened. From thenon[d there were no more lo[] ersatz roller-coaster rides
for my brother or me.[0 (I StillCJ a few stitches sewn[] dozens of retellings recited and decades later[] | have a
pointy[] prideful chin that bears a tiny mangled gash. Few peoplecan actually see it; you have to really look closely.
Assuchd I use mypunctuated chin as a litmus test of sorts for new boyfriends. If too muchpillow-talk goes by
without him even noticingd | begin to wonder if he is really looking at me.[] [ If that were the only scar(] 1'd be
thrilled. But there are countless more.l look at my hands[] littered with little white nickst purplish dark spots

[ grave sites for twisted fiesh. Every scrape not tended to properly has left its mark[] and every time | impatiently
rip at an unsightly scab] | claim newterritory.[J O O [
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