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The present third volume of Ludwig van Beethoven'spiano sonatas contains the opus numbers 78, 79 and
8lawritten in 1809/10, the separate Opus 90 [1 18141 and thefive late piano sonatas Opus 101 [0 1814/150 , Opus
10601 1817-181901 , Opus 109 [J 18207 , Opus 110 [1 18210 andOpus 111 [0 1821/22[1 .In the four-year break
between sonatas Op. 57 andOp. 78 and the three-year interruption after Op. 81a,Beethoven shifted his creative
focus to concentrateprimarily on the ‘grand" and "public’ genres of the sym-phony, concerto and opera. The years
1804-1809 sawthe creation of the symphonies Nos. 4-6, the pianoconcertos No. 4 and No. 5, the Violin Concerto
and thetwo first versions of the opera Leonore. During thesecond "piano-sonata break' between Op. 81a andOp. 90
Beethoven composed the symphonies No. 7 andNo. 8 [1 1811/12[1 and the third version of Leonore, nowtitled
Fidelio. But there was also an extended inter-ruption in symphonic output beginning with the com-pletion of the
Symphony No. 8 and lasting until 1822. The year 1815 had brought the end of theNapoleonic era with its attendant
wars of liberation andBeethoven's greatest triumphs in the concerts given onthe occasion of the VVienna Congress.
Likewise, thebeginning of restoration-period disillusionment usheredin years of crisis and seclusion brought on by
personaland health problems. The composer's hearing disordermeant that he never appeared in public as a pianist
after1814 and in connection with Op. 106 he confesses: ‘thesonata was written in stressful circumstances as it is
dif-ficult having to compose for your bread and butter, andthat is but how far I have come'J In this difficult
periodArchduke Rudolph, Beethoven's patron, friend andstudent, was a faithful companion and the
composerdedicated a number of his later works to him: the SonataOp. 81a Les Adieux [J on the occasion of
Rudolph’swartime departure in 180901 , the Sonata Op. 106 withits original header text Vivat Rudolphus, the
SonataOp. 111 and the Missa solemnis Op. 123.
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