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O O I know now that I had won; she was thinking of other things and the race question had gone out of her mind.
She went to the shelves. Once or twice she looked over her shoulder at me, as though she was still doubtful. Finally
she came forward with two books in her hand.J O "Im sending him two books," she said. "But tell Mr. Falk to
come in next time, or send me the names of the books he wants. I dont know what he wants to read. "0 O | said
nothing. She stamped the card and handed me the books. Not daring to glance at them, | went out of the library,
fearing that the woman would call me back for further questioning. A block away from the library | opened one of
the books and read a title: A Book of Prefaces. | was nearing my nineteenth birthday and | did not know how to
pronounce the word "preface”. | thumbed the pages and saw strange words and strange names. | shook my head,
disappointed. I looked at the other book; it was called Prejudices, | knew what that word meant; | had heard it all
my life. And right off | was on guard against Menckens books. Why would a man want to call a book Prejudicesl]
The word was so stained with all my memories of racial hate that I could not conceive of anybody using it for a
rifle. Perhaps | had made a mistake about Mencken[

A man who had prejudices must be wrong.lJ O When | showed the books to Mr. Falk, he looked at me and
frowned.
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