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[0 O The Genius of Ancient Rome[] [J In the sixth century B. C. , Rome was a minor town in central Italy. Only a
few centuries later, it was a bustling city at the center of one of the most powerful empires in history. In its prime,
Rome commanded an empire that ringed the Mediterranean. The Roman Empire in- cluded England, much of
Europe, most of Asia, west of the Euphrates River, northern Afri- ca, and all of the islands in between. Why did
Rome emerge as one of the greatest powers of all times? There are several related reasons.[] (I To forge an empire, a
nation needs vast armies that can fight on numerous fronts. Un- like its neighbors, Rome made it a practice to grant
citizenship to any non-Romans joining their cause. They also let all citizens share in the spoils of victory. Such an
open-door policy created a steady flow of enlistees who had a stake in the outcome of battle. In addition, the
Romans developed an open formation of small groups of soldiers, which had two great ad- vantages. Troops could
quickly be mobilized and deployed as needed. Substitutions of fresh soldiers could readily be made for dead or
wounded ones.[J [J Once a region came under Roman control, it could go about its business under the au- thority
of a provincial governor. The Romans found it efficient to have their empire adminis- tered at the local level, rather
than concentrating power in Rome. This was not the case with their legal system, however. The Romans unified a
jumble of ancient laws and practices into a coherent whole. No longer was the law subject to a variety of
interpretations depending up- on who was judging and who was being judged. Rather, the law was predictable and
was ap- plied in the same way throughout the empire. The Roman system of governance created sta- bility and
produced, through heavy taxation, a steady stream of riches to Rome.[] [ In order to maintain the empires
infrastructure (OO [ O ), the ancient Romans focused on building useful structures. They built bridges, huge
warehouses, and aqueducts that car- fled water to the public. They also built apartment buildings, public baths,
sewers, and paved roads on which goods or armies could be transported. The Romans creation of ce- ment was
important to their architecture. This substance proved to be far stronger than other building materials of the time.
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